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EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY FOR HENRY A. KISSINGER FROM BUNKER 
REF: WHS 10 

1. I appreciate receipt of your message. I am encouraged by report of 
your talk with Michael, Yul, and Nestor, which it seems to me moved 
the situation somewhat further ahead. I await your MemCon with 
interest, will be giving thought to the next meeting on April 4, and will 

try to forward some suggestions. 

; t \ , 

2. I met with Thieu today and went over with him fully substance of your 

> • 

talk as outlined in your message. I emphasized especially a) what was 
new or dropped and b) the significance of the talks which appeared on 
review of the substance. 
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3« ^ ; Thieu evinced great interest in my presentation,; especially in what 
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seemed to be a change in the attitude of the other side toward withdrawa 
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of their forces and in their, dropping of the PRG 1 0 points.. : He also 
expressed a keen interest in their statement tha.t they would V ex P oun( i 
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our point of view 11 . 


4. I informed Thieu that you had suggested April 18 as the date for the 
next meeting, but Michael, Yul, and Nestor had suggested April 4, which 
indicated that at the least this is not a stalling tactic. 


5. I added your comment that their purpose is not yet clear, and may 
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only begin to emerge over the next few meetings; that they have kept 
open options of seeking a settlement or only reconnoitering our position, 
but that in the latter case they have given more than they gained. 

6. In the light of Thieu's comments, I said that I assumed he felt we 
should continue to explore the situation to which he replied affirmatively 
and positively. 

7. Thieu then began to reflect on the direction and purposes of NVN 
policy. He felt that the recent speeches of Le Duan and others indicated 
that the politboro had reached a decision. In this connection, he recalled 


that he had said last year at the time of Ho's death that they would have 


to decide whether to continue the war at the same tempo, revert to a 
protracted war or reach a decision for substantive talks in Paris. 

8. He felt that they had now made a decision to reduce the tempo of the 
war in the south and to prolong it through guerrilla tactics; to build 
{heir infrastructure in the south; and to restore the economy in the north. 
This does not, however, in his view rule out their trying to make some 
progress in Paris. In the meantime , they will try to see what they can 
secure from us, will try to probe to find out what we want and may let 
us know what they want. 

9. Thieu felt that unless there was some progress in the talks, the 
other side would inevitably try to stage a major offensive before our 
elections in November. This, he said, was in line with their philosophy, 
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it was what happened at Dien Bien Phu during the Geneva talks. Their 
objectives would be much more psychological than military, attempting 
to affect U. S. and free world opinion. 

10. If they were successful in this, they might then accept in Paris 
what Thieu referred to as a "temporary" peace. If they are unsuccess- 
ful, and Thieu expressed the view they would not be successful, they 
may then try to prolong the war but at a tempo which could in effect result 
in a fade away. This does not mean, however, that they may not find it 
desirable at some point in this process to come to an agreement in Paris 
and we should continue to pursue this possibility. 


BUNKER 
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